ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 112 OF THE GREENWICH TOWNSHIP CODE,
ESTABLISHING A YOUTH SPORTS CODE OF CONDUCT WITHIN THE TOWNSHIP
OF GREENWICH, COUNTY OF GLOUCESTER, STATE OF NEW JERSEY

ORNINANCE NO. 72 ¢ 2002

WHEREAS, Chapter 112 of the Greenwich Township Code governs Parks and
Recreation Areas within the Township of Greenwiéh; and ‘

WHEREAS, Greenwich Township provides support to various non-profit youth
sports teamns through the Greenwich Township Recreation Committee, and the use of
various municipat facilities; and

WHEREAS, the Greenwich Township Mayor and Council believe that youth
sports provide essential elements of character building, constructive supervised
recreational opportunities for our Township youth and is beneficial to the community of
Greenwich Township as a whole; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interests of the Township of Greenwich to establish
an athletic Code of Conduct for the safe and appropriate use of facilities owned,
operated, or maintained by the Township of Greenwich, stipulating that each youth
spaorts organizétion implement a Code of Conduct to insure the continued beneficial
influences of non-profit youth sporting organizations within the Township of Greenwich;
and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the
Township of Greenwich, County of Gléucester, State of New Jersey, as follows:

SECTION L In .add]tion to the other provisions of Chapter 112, the following
article shall apply to all youth sports teams and youth sporting events that utilize any

facility owned, leased, operated, or maintained by the Township of Greenwich:



112-7. Definitions:

A.

CHAPTER 112
ARTICLE H

Code of Conduct:

Code of Conduct — a written specification of the behavior of
parents, guardians, coaches and officials prepared by each sports
team, which must at a minimum incorporate the requirements of
Article |l of Chapter 112 of the Greenwich Township Code. The
Code of Conduct shall be agreed to in writing by the parents or
legal guardian of each minor participant, as well as, each
participant of each Youth Sports Team that receives funds from the
Township of Greenwich or utilizes any facility owned, operated, or
maintained by the Township of Greenwich.

Youth Sports Event — any competition, practice or instructional
event involving one or more Youth Sports Team.

Youth Sports Team - as used in this Article shall refer to any sports
organization organized pursuant to a non-profit or similar charter
which is affiliated with or received monetary or other support from
Greenwich Township or the Greenwich Township Recreation
Committee, or utilizes any facilities owned, leased, operated, or
maintained by Greenwich Township, which sports organization

participates in sporting competitions involving minors.



D. Park Atten.dants, as used in this article, shall include all field
officials including umpires and referees and elected league officials
of the youth sports team or teams sponsoring the youth sports
event, or in the absence of such persons at a youth sports team’s
practice or instructional event to the authority of the ranking youth
sports team coach on the premises.

112-8 Requirement to Establish a Code of Conduct

A. Every Youth Sports Team shall be required to establish an athletic
Code of Conduct incorporating at a minimum the requirements of
Article Il of Chapter 112 of the Greenwich Township Code. Every
visiting youth sports team shall be required to abide by the athletic
Code of Conduct established by the hosting Greenwich Township
Youth Sports Team.

B. The parents and guardians of each child participating in a youth sports
team shall be required by the youth sports team to execute an
agreement acknowledging receipt of said youth sports team athletic
Code of Conduct and agreeing to be bound thereby. The parents and
guardians of each child participating as part of a visiting youth sports
team shall have agreed to abide by the requirements of this Article as
stipulated by their youth sports team, and they shall be bound thereby.

112-8. Proscribed behavior or acts.

A. The initiation of a fight, scuffle, or any type of physical abuse or

threats of abuse towards any player, coach, official, parent, or

spectator.



B. The enteriﬁg of the field of play, court, or rink during any youth
sporting event for the purpose of physically or verbally abusing or
confronting coaches, players, or officials.

C. The verbal abuse of officials, players, or spectators including the
use of obscene or profane language or gestures, racial, ethnic or
sexual slurs.

D. Throwing or causes to be deposited any object on the field of play,
court, or rink during any youth sporis event.

All proscribed activity engaged in on the public property of the Township of

Greenwich as herein above defined is hereby prohibited.

112-10. Engaging in proscribed activities.

Persons engaging in proscribed activities shall be deemed in violation of

this Article and shall be subject to an action brought in the Greenwich

Township Municipal Court.

112-11. Posting of Code of Conduct.

A. The Code of Conduct, including the proscribed activities, shall be
posted, by the Township of Greenwich, at the entrance to each
%aciiity owned, leased, operated, or maintained by the Township of
Greenwich that is used for youth sporting events.

B. The Code of Conduct, including the proscribed activities, shall be
sent, via certified mail, to each “visiting youth sports team” that is
headquartered outside of Greenwich Township, which may be
utiizing any facility that is owned., operated, or maintained by the

Township of Greenwich.



.C. It shall be ‘the responsibility of each Greenwich Township youth
sports organization to provide the Township Clerk with the name
and address of each "visiting youth sports team” that must receive
notice of this Code of Conduct. This list shall be provided to the
Township Clerk at least 60 days prior o the start of the respective
season, and any additions during the season shall be forwarded to
the Township Clerk at least 10 days prior to the athletic even.

112-12.  Authority of Youth Sports Officials.

A. Any parent, official coach or spectator at any youth sporting event
shall be subject to the authority of all field officials including umpires
and referees and elected league officials of the youth sports team
or teams sponsoaring the youth sports event, of in the absence of
such persons at a youth sports team's practice or instructional
event o the authority of the ranking youth sports team coach on the
premises. Such authority shall include the authorization to direct
any person or persons involved in any incident in violation of this
Article or the applicable youth sports team’s Code of Conduct to
immediately remove themselves from the premises.

B. A Greenwich Township Police Officer shall be requested to assist
the appropriate authority in directing the removal of any person that
may be in the act of violating or had violated this Article or the

sponsoring youth sports team's Code of Conduct.



112-13. Enforcement.

A. Any police officer or special officer duly appointed by the Mayor and
Township Council is hereby authorized and empowered to take into
custody any such person who may be in the act of violating the
provisions of this Aricle.

B. The Greenwich Township Recreation Commitiee and park attendants
shall, in conjunction with their duties imposed by law, diligently enforce
the provisions of this article.

C. The Greenwich Township Recreation Committee, and any park
attendant shall have the authority request any police officer or special
officer duly appointed by the Mayor and Township Council to eject from
the park or recreational area any person or persons acting in violation
of this article.

D. The Greenwich Township Recreation Committee, and any park
attendant shall have the authority to request any police officer or
special officer duly appointed by the Mayor and Township Council to
seize and confiscate any property, thing or device in the park or
recreational area, or used, in violation of this article.

E. Any person empowered with .authority in accordance with section 112-
12 of this Article shall have responsibility of bringing an action in the
Greenwich Township Municipal Court against any person that violates

the provisions of this Article.



112-14. Jurisdiction of Mur;icipa! Court.
Under N.J.S.A. 2B: 12-17 The Greenwich Township Municipal Court has
jurisdiction over violations of municipal ordinances.

112-15. Violations and penalties.

A. Any person convicted of violating this Articie shall be banned from
attendance at all youth sports events within the Township of
Greenwich for a period of up to 12 months from the date of the
incident, at the discretion of the Greenwich Township Municipal
Court.

B. Any person convicted of violating this Article that involved the
physical abuse of any parent, guest, spectator, coach, player, or
official at any youth sports event shall be banned from attendance
at all youth sports events within the Township of Greenwich for a
period of 12 months from the date of the incident.

C. Any person banned for 12 months from youth sports events for a
violation of this Article shall prior to being allowed to resume
attendance in any sports event shall be required to complete an
anger management or equivalent counseling program consisting of
no less than 12 hours of instruction and shall provide proof of
satisfactory completion to the Greenwich Township Municipal
Court. Any banning for less than 12 months may include up to 12
hours of anger management or equivalent counseling program at

the discretion of the Greenwich Township Municipal Court.



Any persc;n found guilty of \)iolating this Article shall be subjecf toa
fine in an amount not to exceed $500 per violation, community
service up to 50 hours, or both, which fine and/or community
service will be assessed by the Municipal Court in its discretion,
plus court costs.

Any person who is convicted of violating this Article within one year
of the date of a previous violation of this Article and who was fined
or sentenced to community service for the previous violation, shall
be sentenced to a fine not less than $500 and not to exceed
$1,000, and shall be sentenced to up to 100 hours of community
service that shall be assessed by the Municipal Court in its
discretion, plus court costs.

Any person who is convicted of violating this Article and previously
was banned from youth sports events for a period of 12 months,
who violates this Article a third time, shall be banned from attending
all youth sports events within the Township of Greenwich
permanently.

The anger management or equivalent counseling may bé obtained
from a private or public source at the expense of the person
convicted of violating this Article and subject to the approval of the
Municipal Court. The Municipal Court shall determine the minimum

criteria for such counseling in its discretion.



112-16. Article in addition to other ordinances or law.
The ordinance codified in this Article is in addition to and not in derogation
oif any other ordinance or law invalving any of the subject matters
contained in this Article.

SECTION 2. Severability. All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances that are inconsistent

herewith are repealed, but only to the extent of such inconsistency.

SECTION 3. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect 20 days after final

adoption and publication according to law.

ATTEST: TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH
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Mérrie A. Schmidt, Acting Gregofy,6. Cipolfa, Mayor

Municipai Clerk



